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if there fhall not be enough fpecifically to diftinguith them,
and hinder them from being fampled by any thing of the
{roils of theSea or frefh waters or the land-fnails; my argu-
ment will fall, and I fhall be happily convinced of an Er-
four.

Austher Letter , written of the fame Gentleman , from York
Sept. 13, 167 1. enlarging his former Communications tn Numb,
75. about Vegetable Excrelgencies, a#d Ichneumon-
Worms.

SIR,

N my laft Paper about Pegetable Excrefcencies, 1was wholly
filent of the opinion, which Mr.Willeughty is pleafed to fa.
vour ; and becauie that worthy Gentleman hath {o far made it
probable, that row it feems only to depend upon the good
fortune of fome lucky Obferver, Iam willing to reaflume my
former thoughts, that all thofe odd Obfervations, we have
made of the Bérths ot Ichneumens, dobutbeget inmea ftrong
belief, that they have a way yet unheeded, whereby they do as
boldly, asfubtly, convey their Eggs within the Bodies of In-
feés and parts ot Vegetables,
A fifthand laft propofition of that Paper * was,that the fus-
flance of many Vegetable Excrefcencies feemed not to be
* See mumb. the food of the worms to befound in them. My mean-
75- 13254 ing was, thatthe fubftance of the Vegetable Ex.
crefcencies in which thofe Ichneumon worms were
to be found,was rather augmented, than diminithed or worm.:
eaten, And the like conformity of their feeding within In.
felts is well obferved by Mr, Willoughby *, that
¥ See above s the impregnated Caterpillars feemnotto be cops
shis very2ralh cerned, though their bodies are full of Infe@s of
a quite different kind, but go on as far as they
may towards the atchievement of the perfection of their
own {pecies.  ThusThavefeena Poppy-lhead fwoln to a mon-
frrous bulk, and yetailthe Cells were not recepracles of 7¢h-
acumons, but fome had good and ripe feed in them, 1 fhall
not refule Mr, Halloughby (though you kuow upen what
grounds
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grounds, Thave twicedone it toyou) the fatisfaction of an
An{wer to my 10th Quare, by him refolved negatively: It is
trae, the {warms of the Jebneumonsy coming out of the fides
of Caterpillars, do immediatly make themfelves up into bun-
ches , and each particular Theca , from the Cabbage-Cater-
pillar (forexample,) is wrought about with yellow filk, as
thofe from the black and yellow-Facobea Caterpllar with
white, butasforweb to cover thofe bunches of Theca's,I ne-
ver obferved it but inthe greenCaterpillar {o conmimon iu our
Lincaln-[biresheaths, which are affixed to Bents or other plauts.
Thefe intruth never deceived burmy expetation, for I verily
thought I had found, when I firft obferved them, a Caterpii-
lar equivalentto the Indzan filk-worm 5 but having cat them
intwo, and expected to have found a Caterpillars Chry/alis in
the middle, there prefented themfelves a {warm of Zehneumons,
Thefe are aslarge many of them asmy thumb, thatis,at leaft
four times bigger then the Folliculus or Egg-bag of any En-
glith {pider that T ever fawyet. By good fortune I have not
thrown away the boxes, wherein 1 made the Ob{ervaticn con.
cerning Ichneumons feeding upon the Eggs of certain Spiders,
I have had them in feveral boxes, fome 8, fome 10, fome 12
days in Vermiculo 4 feeding upon the very cakes of Spiders:
eggs, before they wrought themfelves Theca’s for tur:her
change ; and they feldome exceeded the number of 5to one
cake of Eggs, &c. {o that you may affure Mr. Willoughly,
this is no conjeure , but a real obfervaticnaccompanied
with more circumftances, than I amwilling atprefent to res

fate,
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